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V. The Nature of Creation:

God’s Purpose in Creation:

We have just seen how God does not abandon His creatures to themselves but upholds and sustains everything that exists. This enables His creatures to act with Him as He brings them to their final end which is in Him.[footnoteRef:1] It is not only because He is the Creator but also because divine love is creative and brings into existence that which did not previously exist. If creation is a freely given gift, then all created reality is an expression of the divine love, an infinite love that created all things overflowing from His goodness.[footnoteRef:2] We continue to exist because God has created us through love, and it is through love that all is held in existence.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Cf. CCC 301.]  [2:  Cf. Wis 11:24.]  [3:  References to human beings loving God (Rom 8:28; 1 Cor 2:9 etc) are few and far between when compared with references that the divine love has for us (see Rom 5:8; 8:37; 2 Cor 9:7; Gal 2:20; Eph 1:4; 5:2; 1 Thess 1:4 etc).] 


The Catechism of the Catholic Church points out that God created the world to show forth and communicate His glory. He wanted His creatures to share in His truth, goodness and beauty -- this is the glory for which God created them.[footnoteRef:4] He wanted His creatures to have a meaning and purpose, not only that they should share in eternal life with the saints, but that all creation would be all in Christ. St Paul advises us that from the beginning, God envisaged the glory of the new creation in Christ.[footnoteRef:5] Jesus was always God’s goal not an afterthought to the act of Creation, for “God chose us in him before the foundation of the world.”[footnoteRef:6] Creation is the foundation of “all God’s saving plans”, the “beginning of the history of salvation” that culminates in Christ. We will later show how the mystery of Christ casts light on the mystery of creation and reveals the end for which “in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” [4:  Cf. CCC 293 & 319.]  [5:  Cf. Gen 1:1; cf. Rom 8:18-23. See CCC 280.]  [6:  Cf. Eph 1:4.] 


All Things Are in God:

God’s glory and divine goodness is in some way reflected in creation, so much so that it can be said that creation is a reflection of its Creator. Aquinas agrees that God leaves traces of His Being in His work of creation: “For God brought things into existence that his goodness might be communicated to his creatures and be represented by them.”[footnoteRef:7] Though God can be known from the created world by the natural light of human reason, creation is not God and God has not collapsed into the world, but rather creation opens us up to the reality that God is its source, the source of all life.[footnoteRef:8] For example, God is like an infinite ocean of Being, nothing can be outside of God because He is its creative and sustaining power. Though we can say God is directly present to all things by His creative power, this should not be taken to mean that God is all things. Otherwise we fall into the error of pantheism, which identifies God with the world. God creates the diversity from Himself and at the same time bridges the diversity by His creative power. John McDade, an American theologian, states it is not that God is in everything but that all things are ‘in him’.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Aquinas., Op.Cit, 1a, 47, 1.]  [8:  Cf. Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation Dei Verbum (DV), 6; Cf. CCC 36.]  [9:  J. McDade, “Creation and Salvation: Green Faith and Christian Themes”, The Month (Dublin: The Bemrose Press Ltd, 1994), 433.] 


“In the Image of God He Made Them”:

The book of Genesis is the primary source of our theological reflection about God as Creator. The Catechism of the Catholic Church understands the body of the text of the Genesis story of creation to express in figurative language profound truths about God’s relation with the world.[footnoteRef:10] The Catechism reports that before the Fall, the human being is the summit of the Creator’s work, being willed by God to share in His divine life. They (male and female) were created beautiful and good with physical perfection and intellectual qualities. They had free will and were in dialogue with God because they had a special relationship with Him. They shared in and were made in the image and likeness of God - “Imago Dei”.[footnoteRef:11] They were given holiness and an inalienable dignity. He set them over all earthly creatures to subdue the earth, not by an arbitrary and destructive domination, but as stewards of God, a responsibility for the world God had entrusted to them.[footnoteRef:12] He gave them knowledge to help them know and love Him, the Creator.[footnoteRef:13] They were endowed with a mastery over self and the world[footnoteRef:14] - without excessive covetousness, self-ambition and sensual abuse.[footnoteRef:15] They had an interior harmony at once of body (corporeal) and soul (spiritual).[footnoteRef:16] As the Psalmist intimates: “You have made man little less than a god, and crowned him with glory and honour”.[footnoteRef:17] [10:  It should be noted that Genesis is recognised as “figurative language” as distinct from a ‘literal’ interpretation of two historical people named Adam and Eve. This allows us to integrate into the story of the beginning of the world some historical basis for the primeval event of Gen 1-3 in the context of Creator-creature interplay without having be a blow-by-blow account. Cf. CCC 390.]  [11:  Cf. Gen 1:26-27; 5:1-3, 9:6. The idea of the Imago Dei comprises the God-like qualities – intellect and will, with its orientation towards the divine. Image is the Hebrew word selem which refers to a concrete (physical) image. It is an accurate representation of God. Likeness is the Hebrew demut and is used when something is like something else in a more abstract rather than concrete way. It refers to more than an external resemblance, something at a deeper level between God and the human person. Scullion, Original Sin, 14.]  [12:  Cf. Gen 1:28.]  [13:  Cf. Gen 1:11-13. Cf. CCC 369, 374-384.]  [14:  Cf. Gen 31:33; Is 40:28.]  [15:  Murphy-O’Connor, Becoming Human Together, 40-45.]  [16:  The human body, which God will raise up on the last day, is animated by a spiritual soul. Cf. 1 Cor 6:19-20, 15:44-45. See also GS 14 § 1 and CCC 232-33. In Sacred Scripture, the term ‘soul’ often refers to human life or the entire human person. But ‘soul’ also refers to the innermost aspect of the person, that which is of greatest value in him/her. It is that by which s/he is most especially in God’s image. It signifies the spiritual principle in the human person. Cf. Mt 16:25-26, 10:28, 26:38; Jn 15:13, 12:27; Acts 2:41; CCC 362-63.]  [17:  Ps 8:5ff.] 


Man Was Not Created a Solitary Being:

When God created man He did not create Him to be a solitary being. From the beginning “male and female He created them”.[footnoteRef:18] The woman was to be a helper, a partner of love and communion (friendship) sharing the same humanity.[footnoteRef:19] They were created in harmony with God, with each other and with creation around them. Theirs is a partnership constituting the first form of communion between persons. They were to co-operate in a unique way in the Creator’s work by “multiplying” and inhabiting the whole earth.[footnoteRef:20] Human beings were created to be relational beings.[footnoteRef:21] Our dignity rests on the fact we are called to communion with God. God also willed the interdependence of His creatures, to complete each other, in the service of each other.[footnoteRef:22] [18:  Cf. Gen 1:27.]  [19:  Cf. Gen 2:23.]  [20:  Cf. CCC 360, 372.]  [21:  Cf. Gen 2:18.]  [22:  Ibid, 340.] 


We are informed in Genesis that after God had finished creating the world there was a time when “God saw everything that he made, and indeed it was very good.”[footnoteRef:23] This was a time when there was no evil in the world, a time of perfect harmony and peace, equality and openness. This shows how deeply God approved of the human person and of His world. In summing up, Genesis shows that everything comes from God and is very good. Human beings have a special relationship with God, and because of their interior harmony have a wonderful friendship with each other. So what happened to change this? [23:  Cf. Gen 1:31.] 


